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have to accept that there is nothing like one religion. We have
only religions, and cannot talk legitimately about one religion
at all. But despite differences of time and details, we talk
about human history in the sense that the entire history is
the history of human clan, we can talk in the same sense
about the history of religion. It is to be noted that diversity
existing amongst the individuals is far more wide-spread than
the diversity existing in religions. Hence, it is more rational
to dwell on the constitutive authentic element of religion, than
on the diversity of the outward frames of religions.

It is very necessary to find out the real nature of religion
because many conflicts and wars have been waged in the name
of religion if we look into the pages of human history. Europ-
ean history tells us that a war lasting for one hundred years
was fought between the followers of Islam and the followers of
Christianity. Although Marx expresses the view that econo-
mic factor is the only significant factor behind all the con-
flicts and wars that have been described in history, our ratio-
nal judgment tells us that so-called religion has been the sole
moving factor behind innumerable wars and destructive bat-
tles. Even in our India we know that the very Indian nation
was bifurcated into India and Pakistan on the basis of religion.
Not only Indian nation was thus divided, many inhuman
cruelties were perpetrated in the communal conflicts in the
name of religion. Marx is therefore right when he states that
religion is opium of the people.

But people have invariably confused the outward ritualism
of religion with religion itself. It is very unfortunate that
even otherwise intelligent thinkers like Mar^ and Esgels fell
a prey to the confusion. Even in the present age of intell^p-
tu^lism the confusion continues. Little effort is done to des-
troy the confusion. Even modern Communist writers com*
mit the same mistake.

But one should not feel amazed at this. The Mahabharata
has very aptly stated that the essential nature of religion, its